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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SO, SOPN, MASS 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON SOMALIA 

FOLLOWING IS LATEST PRESS GUIDANCE ON SALIENT ISSUES IN US/ 
SOMALI RELATIONS EOR POSTS' INFORMATION. QUESTIONS ON 
THESE SUBJECTS HAVE NOT YET BEEN ASKED IN DEPT. BRIEFINGS. 

QUESTION: WHAT IS US POLICY TOWARDS SOMALIA? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE LONG WANTED BETTER RELATIONS WITH SOMALIA 
AND ARE PLEASED THAT THIS DESIRE IS SHARED BY THE SOMALI 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 168828 

GOVERNMENT. WE HAVE INEORMED PRESIDENT SIAD THAT WE ARE 
REINSTITUTING A DEVELOPMENT AID PROGRAM, AND ARE NOW 
STUDYING THE REPORT OF AN AID SURVEY TEAM WHICH WENT TO 
SOMALIA IN MAY. 

QUESTION: WHY DID THE US CUT OFE ECONOMIC AID IN 1969? 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ANSWER: THE US DID NOT CUT OEF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE TO SOMALIA UNTIL THE SUMMER OE 1970, AND THEN 
ONLY AETER EXPLAINING TO THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT WELL IN 
ADVANCE THAT WE WERE REQUIRED BY LEGISLATION TO DO SO AS A 
RESULT OE CONTINUED TRADING OE SOMALI ELAG VESSELS WITH 
NORTH VIET NAM AND CUBA. THIS ACTION DID NOT, HOWEVER, END 
ALL ASSISTANCE TO SOMALIA. WE RESPONDED QUICKLY TO 
MOGADISCIO'S REQUEST EOR EMERGENCY DROUGHT AID BY SENDING 
A NUMBER OE SHIPMENTS OE FOODSTUEES AND GRAIN TO SOMALIA. 
OUR FOOD AID WAS, IN FACT, THE FIRST TO ARRIVE IN RESPONSE 
TO THE SOMALI GENERAL APPEAL IN DECEMBER 1974. THE VALUE 
OE US EOOD SHIPMENTS EROM 1974 TO 1976 WAS OVER DOES 12 
MILLION. 

(IE ASKED ONLY) 

QUESTION: IS THE ADMINISTRATION WILLING TO DELIVER ARMS 
TO .SOMALIA? 

ANSWER: THE QUESTION OE US ARMS EOR SOMALIA IS ONE WHICH 
HAS TO BE STUDIED IN THE ERAMEWORK OE OUR OVERALL ARMS 
TRANSEER POLICY. WE WOULD NOT WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
GROWING CONELICT IN THE HORN THROUGH ARMS TRANSEERS, BUT 
WE ARE INTERESTED IN SEEING THAT SOMALIA AND OTHER STATES 
MEET THEIR LEGITIMATE DEEENSE NEEDS. 
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(IE PRESSED) - 1 CANNOT ADDRESS THE QUESTION MORE SPECIEI- 
CALLY NOW. THE QUESTION OE ANY US ARMS TO SOMALIA IS ONE 
WHICH WE ARE NOT YET PREPARED TO DISCUSS. 

QUESTION: CAN THE DEPARTMENT CONEIRM THE STORIES THAT 
SOVIET ADVISORS ARE LEAVING .SOMALIA? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE SEEN REPORTS INDICATING THAT SOME SOVIET 
PERSONNEL ARE LEAVING SOMALIA, BUT WE CANNOT CONFIRM THAT 
ANY WHOLESALE EXODUS OE SOVIET PERSONNEL IS TAKING PLACE. 
VANCE 
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